The Monroeville Interfaith Ministerium Bylaws

Adopted: 2 December 2009

Article I: Name

The name of this organization shall be The Monroeville Interfaith Ministerium.

Article II: Purpose

1. The purpose of the Ministerium shall be to promote in the Monroeville area:

a.
Fellowship among the religious leaders,

b. Respect, understanding, and cooperation among people of all faiths,

c. Goodwill, compassion, and justice.

2.  To provide for and promote the purposes of the Ministerium, the Ministerium may organize special gatherings and religious services. 


Article III: Membership

The membership of the Ministerium shall consist of:

1. the active clergy of houses of worship located in the Municipality of Monroeville, who have attended at least three meetings of the Ministerium within the span of one year, or

2. in lieu of a clergy person, a lay representative designated by a house of worship in the Municipality of Monroeville, who has attended at least three meetings of the Ministerium within the span of one year, and

3. the active clergy of houses of worship in the Monroeville area (but outside of the Municipality) who are approved by a two-thirds majority of the Ministerium membership, and

4. the leaders of community organizations, whose purpose is consistent with the Purpose of the Ministerium, who are approved by a two-thirds majority of the Ministerium membership, and

5. retired clergy who have served in the Monroeville area (under the sponsorship of the current clergy at the house of worship they served) or who are living in the Monroeville area, who are approved by a two-thirds majority of the Ministerium membership, may be members with voice but not vote, and

6. anyone who fits into any of the categories above who has attended at least three meetings of the Ministerium within the span of one year at the time these Bylaws are adopted 

Article IV: Officers

1. The officers of the Ministerium shall be a President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer.  

2. The Election of Officers shall be by ballot, as per the parliamentary authority, at the May meeting of the Ministerium, for a term of one-year or until the close of the meeting at which their successors are elected.  Terms begin at the close of the meeting at which the Officers are elected.  

3. These Officers shall perform the duties prescribed by Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, current edition.  Such duties include but are not limited to:

a. The President’s opens the meeting at the time at which the assembly is to meet, by taking the chair and calling the members to order; to announce the business before the assembly in the order in which it is to be acted upon; to recognize members entitled to the floor; to state and to put to vote all questions which are regularly moved and to announce the result of the vote; deciding all questions of order (subject to an appeal to the assembly by any two members); to authenticate, by his/her signature, when necessary, all the acts, orders, and proceedings of the assembly declaring its will and in all things obeying its commands.

b. The secretary is the recording officer of the assembly and the custodian of its records except such as are specifically assigned to others, as the treasurer's books. In addition to keeping the records of the society and the minutes of the meetings, it is the duty of the secretary to keep a register, or roll, of the members.  The Secretary should also keep one book in which the constitution, by-laws, rules of order, and standing rules should all be written. It is the Secretary’s duty to send out proper notices of all called meetings, and of other meetings when necessary, and to conduct the correspondence of the society, except as otherwise provided. 

c. The Treasurer holds the funds deposited to the Ministerium and pays them out on the order of the Ministerium.  The Treasurer shall make periodic reports to the Ministerium.  The Treasurer shall maintain a checking account for the Ministerium for these purposes:

i. . The Community Aid Fund – a fund to provide emergency assistance to individuals and families.

ii. Incidental Expenses – as approved by the Ministerium

4. No one person may hold more than one office at one time.  The President and Vice-president shall not serve more than two consecutive terms.  

5. Should the President be unable to complete the term of office, the Vice-president shall complete the term.  Other vacancies in offices shall be filled by an election to be held at the next regular meeting or at a special meeting of the Ministerium.  

Article V: Meetings

1. Regular meetings of the Ministerium shall be on the first Wednesday of the month September through May, unless otherwise ordered by the Ministerium.  

2. A quorum, i.e., the number that must be present in order that business can be legally transacted, is a majority of the Ministerium members. 

3. Special meetings of the Ministerium may be called by the President, or the Executive Committee, or shall be called upon the written request of one-third of the members of the Ministerium.  The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call.  Except in cases of emergency, at least one weeks’ notice shall be given.  

Article VI: Executive Committee

1. The Officers of the Ministerium shall constitute the Executive Committee.   

2. The Executive Committee shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Ministerium between meetings, with the authority to enter into financial agreements up to $500.  

3. The Executive Committee shall make recommendations to the Ministerium.  

4. The Executive Committee shall be subject to the orders of the Ministerium and none of its actions may be in conflict with the actions taken by the Ministerium.  

5. Meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the President and shall be called upon the written request of three members of the Executive Committee.

Article VII: Committees

1. The President shall appoint Committees as directed by the Ministerium, and shall appoint a Nominating Committee at the March meeting.

2. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all Committees except a Nominating Committee.

Article VIII: Parliamentary Authority

The Rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Ministerium in all cases in which they are applicable and are not inconsistent with these Bylaws and any special orders the Ministerium shall adopt.  

Article IX: Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those present, at a regular or special Ministerium meeting, with a minimum two weeks written notice.  
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